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A very lean, slender, active young fellow of great HONOUR, weighing perhaps not quite twelve stone, and who has from his youth taken lessons of HOMI-OTDE from a murder-master, has, or thinks he has, a point of honour to discuss with an unwieldy, fat, middle-aged gentleman, of nice HONOUR likewise, weighing four-and-twenty stone, and who in his youth may not possihly have had the same commendable application to the noble science of HOMICIDE. The lean gentleman sends a very civil letter to the fat one, inviting him to come and be killed by him the next morning in Hyde Park. Should the fat gentleman accept this invitation, and waddle to the place appointed, he goes to inevitable slaughter. Now, upon this state of the case, might not the fat gentleman, consistent with the rules of HONOUR, return the following answer to the invitation of the lean one ?
" I ITND by your letter that you do me the justice " to believe, that I have the true notions of honour " that become a gentleman ; and I hope I shall never " give you reason to change your opinion. As I en-" tertain the same opinion of you, I must suppose that " you will not desire that we should meet upon un-" equal terms, which must be the case were we to meet " to-morrow. At present I unfortunately weigh four-" and-twenty stone, and I guess that you do not exceed " twelve. From this circumstance singly, I am doubly "the mark that you are; but, besides this, you are " active, and I am unwieldy. I therefore propose to " you, that, from this day forwards, we severally en-" deavour by all possible means, you to fatten, and I